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Awards 
Congratulations to Don Norris who was 

awarded the British Empire Medal for     

services to Scouting in the New Year      

Honours.  Well done Don and very well 

deserved. 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the District Newsletter.         

Unfortunately there is very little to report due to the cancellation 

of activities and social gatherings.  Strange times indeed but 

hopefully you are all managing to keep well and busy doing all 

those jobs you couldn’t find time to do before!  Many ideas to 

keep the young people involved with scouting have been         

proposed and acted upon.  The Great Indoors and Hike to the 

Moon are just a couple of suggestions.  No doubt you have found 

plenty and shared them with your young people.  Social media is 

a great boon in these times of self-isolation, and many changes 

will develop as a result.  We will come through this.  It may be 

many weeks or months but finally we will once again move 

around and meet people as before.  Take care and stay safe.  

In these uncertain times it is impossible to predict when social 

gatherings can once again take place.  In Monmouthshire all 

scouting activities for the first half of the year have been          

cancelled or postponed.  However, it may be useful to make a 

note of later events in the hope that some or all of them can take 

place.  They are: 
 

6 June  Scubtrex 

20/21 June  Cub Midsummer Madness 

3-5 July  Monfest 

11/12 July  Scout Hammock camp 

11/12 September Explorer Theme park camp 

26 September Beaver Football Competition 

25-27 September Gwentrek 

10 October  Cub Scouting Skills, Botany Bay 

29 November  Cub Cooking Competition 

5 December  Christmas Ball 

Events 

Gone Home 
We extend our sincere sympathy and  

condolences to Richard and Madeline 

Quick on the recent passing of their son 

Jonny.  Jonny was a musician and         

performed on stage many times.  He    

entertained scouters at the Monjam 

event at Tudor Cule last summer and 

many of you will remember his enjoyable 

performance.  We send our love, 

thoughts and prayers to Richard,      

Madeline and their family at this very sad 

time.   

Trying to find something to occupy 

your time during your confinement at 

home?  Are you still working towards 

your wood badge?   If so, why not 

Adult Training 

look at doing some on-line training or workbooks for the modules you require.  If you are not sure 

which modules you still need to do, check your profile on Compass, and look at training, this will give 

you the information you need.  Pat is happy for any one to contact her about training, or send her              

certifications or scans  of work completed. 
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On-line 
Many of you may be using on-line facilities for virtual meetings and activities with your young people.  
Whilst this is commendable you do need to ensure the activity is appropriately risk assessed and that risk 
assessment is provided to those concerned, with appropriate guidance where necessary on how to     
conduct the activity or links to instructions.   It is also important that when using online platforms to  
conduct virtual meetings that two adult members of Scouting (at least one leader and another adult) are 
present from the inception of the meeting and that any private chat feature available in the background 
is deactivated, for the purposes of safeguarding, to protect both adult and youth members alike.  If you 
follow these guidelines  it will be possible to run activities successfully. 
Online Scout Manager have been working away to help deliver Virtual Scout and Scouting at Home tools 
for leaders and young people, and as such have now added some extra tools to the system.  If you    
haven’t already seen these, have a look, you may find them useful.  Alternatively contact the                
Programme Team -  Christine, John, Sarah and Sion for information and guidance. 

Storm Damage at Tudor Cule 

As a result of the storms in February, the site at  Tudor 
Cule was extensively damaged by wind and flood.  The 
river has carved a new route through the campsite and 
some of the trees have been partially or totally         
destroyed.  The driveway is unusable and for the   
foreseeable future the site is closed.   A large amount 
of funding, resources and labour will be required to 
restore the site to its former glory. 

Hike to the Moon 
If you didn’t receive the message or were unable to 

get involved at the time, it is probably not too late to 

take part in the Hike to the Moon.  Young people,  

families and volunteers were asked to hike at least a 

mile at home,  donating and supporting the people 

most affected by the coronavirus crisis. The event is in 

conjunction with BBC Children in Need and Comic    

Relief.  If you watched the Big Night In on 23 April, you 

may have seen the Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, and other 

young scouters doing their bit.  If you would like to get 

involved, please go to scouts.org.uk/hiketothemoon 
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If you have any items or photographs for 

inclusion in the next District Newsletter, 

please send to Christine Hands,           

DDC Programme, Newsletter Editor,       

by 1 July 2020.       
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Alternative Monopoly Run 

The weekend of 13-15 March (just before the     

lockdown) saw the annual Alternative  

Monopoly Run in London.  Two teams from       

Monmouthshire took part  -  Celtic Warriors ESU 

and dim ddraig ESU, and they joined other teams 

from Wales and England.  The object of the event is 

to visit the places on the Monopoly board with 

proof that you have been there.  Other challenges 

are  also set for the young people to achieve.  The 

start time was 7.00 am and the teams had to be 

back at base by 7.00 pm.  At 12 noon everyone    

assembled in  Trafalgar Square for a group photo.  

Young people and leaders all found their way 

around London using buses, tube and shanks' pony, 

and arrived safely back at the base; a large scout 

site in Bounds Green.  A great experience and      

enjoyable time. 

Celtic Warriors ESU and Magor Scout 
Group leaders taking part in the event 

Group photo outside the National Gallery 
in Trafalgar Square 


